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Treason.
The word treason Is loosely em-

ployed when It Is used with regard
to seditious enterprises or utterances
under present conditions.

The crime of treason Is defined by
the Constitution:
, "Treat-o- against the United States
bait consist oily In levying war against

them, or In adhering to their enemies,
Civlng them aid or comfort."

Two conditions are necessary: An
actual state of war, and citizenship
oti' thfe iMirt? of thV traitor who breaks
his" allegiance' arid gives nld and com-
fort' to' tho nation's enemies. Thero
nlrist' bo war to'ntakc treason possible.
Jflits' crime can be committed only by
one who owes) allegiance.
' Even n conspiracy to sujivert the
Government by force Is not "treason,"
unless war Is levied.

The maximum penalty for treason
ogninst the United States Is death.

Tho purpose of the constitutional
and statutory provisions on this sub-
ject Is to prevent oppression by the
prosecution of citizens, no matter how
Obnoxious their attitude toward tho
Government, on charges of "construc-
tive" treason.

There Is no war technically
the United States Government has no
enemies and there can therefore bo
no treasou.

Once war Is declared, once a state
of war exists, nil attempts to subvert
the Government by those owing It
allegiance, all adherence to the re-

public's enemies, all giving of aid and
comfort to the republic's enemies, be-

come treason punishable by death.
In the present aspect pf affairs It

Is well to keep these tilings clearly
IB mind.

When Euok.ni; V. Puis, night be-

fore last, urged the workers of the
country to declare a nationwide
strike In case our Government went
to war he was not committing tren-on- .

The same advice, uttered five
hours or live minutes after the be-

ginning of war, would bring Di;ns's
neck Into possible relation with tho
hangman's knot.

When Oswald G. Vii.i.aud, night
before last, at Pittsburg, before the
National Federation of lteligioiis Lib-

erals, denounced the plans for mil
preparedness, he was not guilty

of treason. Kven If war had begun
it might bo debatable whether the
aid and comfort he was giving the
nation's enemies was of such u char-
acter as to render him liable to pun-
ishment for the crime of treason.
With or without n state of war, bow-e-ve- r,

nnd with or without cvidenco
6t Mr. Viilard's citizenship, there
could be no doubt of bis guilt of the
crime of dnmfoollshness.

' Twelve or Eleven?
. A render who evidently wishes to
be exact In his couut of the sheep nnd
the goats in the United States Senuto
ends to us this pertinent letter:

"To the Editor op The Sun Sir:
Help a nuzzled reader. You printed a
list of twelve Senators on your editorial
page on Monday. To-da- y you have
'eleven' In a headline over a letter, nnd
on another page Is Burr McIntobh's
reference to 'twelve.' I am honestly ask-
ing for light. Were there two bills, or
what Is the cause of. the confusion as to
the number? W. H. YouNd.

"Brookltn, March 8."

The cause of tho confusion to which
Mr. You.no refers grows out of the
fnct that so far ns the ollkial record
of the Senate Is concerned the sheep
nud the goats have not liecn divided.
There ha been no doubt that there
were eleven Senators who stood In tho
nation's light, but there has been
a question whether there were twelve
or thirteen Instead of eleven. The
eleven who beyond doubting gave sup-
port; moral or otherwise, to tho

nnd who also refused to sign
the wanlfetlo were these:

Democrats: Stone of Sllssourl, O'Goa-JIA-

of New York, Kirbt of Arkansas,
Lank of Oregon and Vardaman of Mis-
sissippi, Total C,

5 Republicans: La Foixette of Wtscon-Bi-

Norms of Nebraska, Cummins of
Iowa, dnoNNA'of North Dakota, Clapp
Of Minnesota and Works of California.
Total 6.

' The names of two other Seiuitors
ImVe appeared In various lists, .Tonks
of Washington nnd Klnyon of lowa.
Jonks signed the round robin, and ho
now protests that the speech ho made
on the last tiny was not a art of tho
filibuster, but was extended, by reason
of Interruptions, longer than he had
cxected It to be.

Ioubl appears tilso In lite cm. nt
Senator Kk.nyon, who Is said to have

been "Absent nud unreported" nt tho
count of heiuln. Mont of the lists of
twelve hnvo omitted lilm nnd Included
.Senator Jonks, but the resolution of
censure Introduced In the Iown House
of Representatives coupled Kcxyon
with his colleiiguo, Cummins. A Hot
of, eleven, gives to both Joni:h nnd
Kf.nvon the benefit of nny doubt.

Whether there were eleven or twelve
In the miserable compact I nut so Itn
portttnt us the fuel that there wits
even one Senator willing to cloud the
country's rccoiil for the sake of bin
own MiipiKivd polll'lcnl ntlviinttice. We
had not helleu'd that even Ston
woultl have edooicd so low.

Mr. Wilson's Cold.
Mr. Wilson was sworn in as Presi-

dent In private on March I. On tho
following day be Mas the cent in I tig-tir- e

In a theatrical dlspln;-- , In the
course of which he took another anil
stipt'illiimis outh of olllce, read In the
open itlr nit address whlth nobody
could hoar, and caught a cold which
now keeps-bl- abed.

Forty years have passed since the
uselessness of the Inauguration cere-
monies outdoors was ns completely
shown up as It was this year. Mr.
Wilson had It In Ills iwwer t.) put an
end to the dangerous custom. It Ifl

unfortunate that he did not prevent
the doings of March o, and let his
second term proceed in the appropriate
atmosphere of toilet dignity that
marked Its nctual commencement. Ills
example might have led his successor
to U'to a migration of job hunters that
marks the assumption of the Presi-
dent's ottlec by a new ninu. and thus
brought the abandonment of midwin-
ter exercises that do no good and
expose numerous more or less valu-
able oillcfltls to tho Inclemency of n
season notoriously unsuitable for for-
mat outdoor exercises.

If'n special season or day must be
net aside especially for the exhibition
of the President to great crowds of
sightseers. It would be feasible to hold
a national Fourth of July celebration
at the Capitol, and put tho Chief Mag-
istrate up as the principal attraction.
Yet it ought to be osslble to run the
Government without Imposing such
an extralegal obligation on a hard
worked functionary.

Monitor and Mcrrlmac.
To-da- March 9, marks the lifty-flft- h

anniversary of the memorable
naval battle between the Monitor and
Hie Merrimac, In 18U- -. It has been
justly called the most famous ship
duel lu nnval history.

The nnnlverwiry of the battle In
Hampton Itoatls brings to mind the
slate of unpreparedness lu which the
Union found Itself at the close of IStll.
Although the work of converting the
Merrliunc, for jshe was a rebuilt ship,
was begun in June, ISOt, and the Gov-

ernment had heard about the building
of n flouting battery on the Merrliunc
bull, nothing was done at Washing-
ton until August ,'!, when Congress
made an appropriation for the build-
ing of Ironclads.

The board appointed to consider the
plans did not meet until August 8, nud
It took them n month to make up their
minds. On October l the contract
with Kricsson was signed. There Is
reason to bollee that If dilatory meth-
ods hail not been pursued the Moni
tor woultl have been ready lu.tlme to
prevent the raiding of the steam frig
ates on March 8, as they lay off New
port News Point, by the Merrlmnc or
Virginia.

The anniversary of the Ironclad
duel should Impress upon us auew the
wisdom of making the nnvy ready to
deal with any emergency.

The Fate of Gomel.
AVhlle Cubu was still the Ever

Faithful Isle und the Hug of fever
nnd gold, as It has been called, waved
over the Mono nt Havana, u friend
of humanity urged CanoVas del Ca-
stillo to give the Cubans their e.

"They want," said the ad-

viser, "n regime to iiermlt them to ad-

minister the affairs of their country.
Give them this und tho war tho re-

bellion of 1805 will end." To which
the Premier replied : "That Isn't what
the Cubans want. They want to be
Presidents, Generals, Colonels, to kill
each otber In struggles for conquest
nnd to pilfer the public funds." There
Is' no doubt tbnt Jos Mioukl Gomez,
who has fallen Into the hands of the
Government troops In Santa Clara, Is

that kind of Cubnn, but Prcsldeut
Menocal Is not.

It Is because Mario Menocal, edu-
cated In the United Stntes and n
prnctlcnl man of affairs, Is not a
Cuban who believes that tho republic
owes blm military trappings und a
sinecure, even If he lias to earn
both by sedition nnd revolt, that be
will bo puzzled to know what to d6
with his enemy Gomez, caught In the
tolls. Aud tho President of Cubn can
entertain no doubt that If he were
the rebel captured und Gomez occu-
pied the palace there would be n
firing squud under the gray walls of
Cabafins ns soon ns light broke In the
cast for a volley and a burinl. Presi-
dent Menocal will be urged to shoot
Gomez like n dog. There Is In the
Spanish Amerlcun mind u conviction,
born of hntred and fear, that tho only
thing to do with a troublesome en-

emy is to kill 111 in when you have the
ordering of his fate.

Governor Maooon In the last Inter-
vention hnd to deal In the American
way with obnoxious politicians, nnd
If ho over Inclined bis ear the sugges-
tion was dropped Into It that they
ought to be casually and callously
killed. General Gomez has many
friends In Havana, but also many
enemies who will clamor for his life.
Ills record Is not In his favor. He
undermined nnd pulled down Kstraoa
Pai.ma, an honest and n bravo man,
If a weak executive. The "Pino"
Guerra outbreak wns Inspired by
Gomez, and ho became the beneficiary
of hnt burlesque. The administra

tion of President Gomez recked, with
scandals, flnnnclal ami political, nnd
he left the palace tt discredited states-
man. In the present disturbance the
leader was not Vr. Ai.Knr.DO Zayas,
Liberal candidate for President, but
Josf: Miouel Gomez, demagogue, In-

triguer and conspirator, whom the
republic had rewarded with high mili-
tary rank and honored with the Presl-- '
dency. Sordltl ambition and not pa-

triotism was tin; impelling niotlxe.
The whole story would probably come
out If the fallen leader were put on
trial by the Government.

It Mould be well for Culm to have
an Investigation of the ugly business
nud deliberate upon the punishment
to be Imposed ujion the Instigators and
chief nctors In tho Insurrection. To
shoot General Gomez after n sum-
mary court-marti- would be to make
a martyr of him. The Government
must be linn, but it can't afford to
be vindictive.

Mrs. Catfs New Medal.
The dropping of the nnmc of Mrs.

Carrie Chapman Catt from the list
of the of the New
York branch of the Women's Pence
party Is a high compliment to that
able and patriotic suffrage leader.
Mrs. Oatt was largely Instrumental
lu persuading the National American
Woman's Suffrage Association to
avow Its loyalty to the Government
nnd to offer Its services to tho coun-
try lu ense of war, in nny line lu
which they might be valuable. ,As
the organization headed by Mrs.
Catt Is one of the most effective
working bodies In the United States,
Its elllclency having won the avowed
admiration of even Its most bitter op-

ponents. Its value to tho Government,
should the present crisis lend to war,
cannot be questioned or enslly over-
estimated.

The action taken against Mrs. Catt
by the Women's Pence party is based
upon an inference that Is radically
unjust. That a woman who Is patri-
otic cannot be pacific Is a proposition
that Is ridiculous, but Is held ap-

parently by the leaders of the
Women's Peace party. That Mrs.
Catt would do anything to add to the
present possibility of war Is absurd.
It Is hardly going too far to say that
all women tire at heart pacifists. Hut
the Woman's Suffrage Association
realizes that we are not lhlng In the
millennium, but In n time of world-
wide war. That Its members are will-

ing. If the necessity nrisvs, to lay aside
for it time their activities In behalf of
the caue for which they hno been
laboring to place their splendidly or-

ganized association at the command
of a Government In need of every
agency that can give It assistance In
it period of national jierll Is to their
credit, ami should win for them the
gratitude of all American citizens,
whether they be pacifists,

or both.
In this hour of jierll anil apprehen-

sion the unselfish loyalty of Mrs.
Catt and the Woman's Suffrage As-

sociation to our Hag and what that
Hag stands for Is entitled to tho
grateful tipplause of all good Ameri
can citizens.

Mhort Answer to a Short Question.
This communication explains Itself,

and In resonse we shall try to ex-

plain ourselves:
"To the Kuitor or The Sun Sir: How

can ou advise people to 'stand by tho
President' and at the tame time attack
him K virulently (and unjustly) for tho
Urayson appointment?

"West Viroinia.
"New York, March S."

When we advise our fellow citizens
to stand behind the President it Is
because the American Hug Is In the
hands of the President. If It Is not
there It ought to lie.

Dr. Cary T. Grayson Is snid to be
an amiable young gentleman and n
family physician therapeutically Judi
cious beyond bis years, but he Is not
the American Hag.

What u misfortune it woultl be If
It turned out that the executive de
mand for the abolition of dilatory
and obstructive practices In the Sen
ate wns only partly Inspired by anx-
iety for the prompt enactment of
measures In the Interest of tho Hag,

the otber part of the anxiety being
for the prompt confirmation of tho
family physician as a Hear Admiral
of tho navy, Jumping some felx score
ofllcers entitled to priority over Dr.
Caby T. Goayson !

A simple way for Britain to stimu-
late enlistment in the south of Ireland
would be to Induce Sir Kdward Carson
to become a German soldier.

When Patrick Henrt learns that
Gkorcb W. Norris has quoted him In
the Senate, he will regret that he ever
made his undying declaration con-
cerning treason.

Automobiles are fetoclous animals.
."(lylafrute House.

At this season tho creature with so
much alcohol in his radiator eems
wilder than over.

If some of tho Hindus operating In
the United States to foment uprisings
in India against the British should con-
fess that they were paid by German
gold, would that be "treason" too?

The forty pound iron cross Bent by
Mlsslssippians to Senator Vardaman
In recognition of his ac-
tivities Is a weighty tribute to his
worth. The Senator need not take sec-
ond place to tho Crown Prince or to
the man who sank the Lusltanla.

Senator La Follettr's lecture en-
titled "The Undermining of Democ-
racy," which was to have been de-
livered at Wheeling, has been can-
celled, not because the Senator Is not
an authority upon tho undermining
of democracy there Is none greater
but becauso he was to have been 'wel-
comed with eggs as bnd as bis politi-
cal philosophy.

We cannot afford to gamble with the
fleet. Sir Edward Carson.

That Is tho way Germany feels
about It too. 1 But thero Is this differ-
ence: the British are ready for a aea
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fight and would wclcomo It, whllo
tho Germans on no . account would
risk It.

Iteflxcttablo though tho clrcumhtance,
It appears that tho President needs Dr.
Grayson more than tho navy docs.

Minister Zimmerman and his asso-
ciates hold that their plan to lnclto
Mexico against tho United States was
rovealcd to this country by "treason
on American territory," but It Is plain
that Gum Shoo linx Stone can estab-
lish an ultbl. .

It wiw probably his excusable ex-

citement which made ono of our cor-
respondents say that only two of tho
Senato filibusters retired from the Sen-
ate on the fourth of this month. Three
retired, O'Ooiiman, Clapp, Works, who
are succeeded by thrco Americans,
C.m.der, Kellocu and Johnson. An-
other correspondent rcmurks that only
ono of the eleven was from a State
east of tho Mississippi Hlvcr. There
were two, O'Goiiman und Vardaman.

"Twenty-fou- r Princeton seniors never
kissed a girl." Ah, but the answer Is
not rcsponslvo to the question ua an
eager public would ask It: Was none
of tho twenty-fou- r ever kissed by a
girl?

.A liLnnll.an tlnllun ....... v.. ImV U I , ' 1. t W0Ut. AAUU3U AltUJ UU 111 1 Jill- - I

piuvi'uieiii uii u puriisun iiouso. out
what most Americans want to seo Is
a Congress violently American In both
chambers.

It Is topically interesting o consider
upon what food a recent womtin pris-
oner In Queens penitentiary fed so
that tho "warden and two husky Jail
guards" were unable "to force her
band down on tho Ink pad." Should
she turn her hand to tennis or golf,
what renown awaits her!

It Is no great task to believe the
testimony of ono of the prisoners In
the case that tho German nnd Indian
doctors took Von Igel's $00,000, bought
a pleasant Harlem home with It and
lived comfortably upon remittances
from Berlin, enjoying a well spread
table without uso of bread or cabbage
cards. Now York is so attractive, and
Indian revolutions such a bore!

French liner armed both fore nnd aft
Xetcapapcr headline.
How crude! Why do her owners

not trust to humanity?

iTofcssor A. V. Hleininuer of tho
Kedernl IJuroau of Standards says that
"wo have better clay for bilcks than
tho Kgyptluns, Assyrians nnd Huby-lonla-

over had," thus furnishing
now and Important evidence of tho
great advance civilization bus made.

If Gel man agents In this country
have spent anything like the sums
they arc alleged to liavo disbursed
here, they hnvo been Important con-
tributors to the revival of business.

TICKLE THE GOOD EARTH.

Commuters und Communities Hay
Help to Itrdiire Price.

To the Kditor ok The Sun s'n': In
the ot the food situation al-

most no attention Is given to the mot
Important of all corrective mwisures.
Hardly ,my ciniiluuls is phio'd upuu
the relief attendant upon iwtelislu and
iiitetislo pl.intlnus this sprlm,'. As a
leading HSirlcultural authority sas:
"Kvery square foot of available l.ind
should be made to produce Its gicatest
this j oar."

On the fiii-m- , lu spite of inrrencd
costs of seeds, feed, and lu spite of tho
scarcity and Inelllclency of labor, big
crops are certain tu spell handsome
profits und relievo ilistresn.

In tho homo garden, with .egctablcs
nt famine prices, the foods raised will
be of considerable importance to sub-
urban or country dwellers. It Is aston-
ishing how much can be grown on even
a tiny area of land with Intelligent plan-
ning as to location mid succession of
planting, not omitting adequate fertiliz-
ing. A suburban resident ralped last
year on a plot only 35 by 33 feet green
vegetables to the market value of $30.

There Is hardly a suburban town that
does not have many areas of unlm-pro-e- d

and unsightly property which if
tilled would bo capable of producing a
large proportion of the food consumed
by the entire population. Hut with
characteristic American waste the earth
Is given over to tin cans or waste paper
instead of potatoes or corn.

This Is n mot opportune time for de-
velopment of the community gardens.
At the famous l'alrvlcw Hardens n
Yonkcrs. on of the best developed civic
garden Institutions In tho country, more
than $3,300 worth of vegetables have
been raised lu a. single year. This
valuation Is estimated from prices
charged by hucksters selling dliect from
truck farms to consumers, and Is not
based upon atom prices. What has
been done In Yonkcrs can be accom-
plished in any other city or town.

With our own and other nations to
feed, Is It not worth while during the
year 1017 to multiply the productiveness
of tho soil? Arthur C. Mack,

New York, March 8.

Not Free Food, but Economic Instruc-
tion for Lawmnkrrs.

To the Editor or Tim Sun Sdv Why
waste moro millions of tho poor, Inno-
cent taxpayers' money on food com-
missions and benevolent societies formod
to Investigate th high cost of living?
Would It not be better to use the enor-
mous amount of "excess funds" In the
State and national treasuries for the
founding of n night school, compelling
all of our State and national legislators
who on taking their seals In the various
legislatures, House of Representatives
and United States Senato aro unable to
pass an ordinary high school examina-
tion In elementary political economy
to attend?

We have witnessed the wonderful
phenomena of seeing wago Increases for
a less amount of labor, the establishment
of bureaus and commissions costing
mllllona of dollars, apparently to prove
only that natural and fundamental laws
no longer exist. Now the chickens are
all returning to the dovecote with
feathers apparently somewhat ruffled.

The present state of affairs has un-
doubtedly been somewhat aggravated
and tho result somewhat hastened by
the Kuropean war, but the result was
Inevitable.

I believe that there are still a number
of men in this country that know the
exact value of money, what It will pro-
duce and how It can be made to work
to tho best advantage. They have
learned by practical experience. Kor a
reasonable recompense I bellevo that
thoy could be engaged to conduct this
school, and possibly tho 'result might
be a benefit to tho country, and at least
It would keep Its pupils out of mischief
during the hours which are not devoted
to their country'a service.

Charles T. Ellis.
, New York, March I.

THE REBUS MAKERS.

How They Pounce on the Names of
the Filibustering Senators!

To the Kditor op The sun Sir: 1
agree with "D. L. W." that tho widest
publicity should bo given to the genu-to- rs

who showed by their actions that
they were

o'gormaX
nOrrls

InfoilctTo

lAne
xarda.Mau

jonl'n
woKks

klrby
Clapp

gronn.V
cummlXs

t 'Stone
New York, M.irch 8. t. r, b.

To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: It
Is very evident from tho HllbustciInK
tactics of the "little group ot wilful
men" that they are

o'gormAB
Lane
Lafollettc

olal'p
woHks
stOne

Gronna
t jonl'B

klllby
cuMnilus

vArdaman
Norris

New York, March S. K. A. F.

To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: To
my way of thinking the proper wny of
arranging the names of the precious
German Senators Is as follow s:

varllain.in
lAne

o'gorMan
JoNcs

sTone
noRrls
clApp
klrby

lafolletTe
grOnna

woBks
cummlnf

Scoanton, Pa., :.'ar !l S.' 1 H.

SYMPATHY FOR FRANCE.

A Friend Wonders Why In the War ol
1870 We Were Not Concerned.

To the Kditor op The Sun Mr." Since
the beginning of the great war In Kuropo
I hnvo rend with Interest many com-
munications In tub Sun reciting our
debt to Trance und the gratitude we owe
that country. They tell us that France
spent hundreds of millions of dollars
and sacrificed thousands of lives lu as-
sisting us to nchlce our Independence,
and that she descnes well of us new
In her struggle for existence.

1 agree with all that, but when I
read those communications the question
always suggests Itself, Why this great
s.wnpathy for Franco now, In view of
our Insensibility in the past'.' When the
Huns overran and dismembered France
in 1S70 our Government made no pro-
test, nor dlil our press express n note
of sympathy. If t remember correctly.
American sentiment was as

In 1ST0 as it wns ut
the time of the Kusso-Japane- war.
We had but two friends among the na-

tions of Kuropo, Fiance and Ilussla, and
when each In turn ,iuffered ilefe.it and
humiliation we looked on with satis-
faction If not with open approval, show-
ing ourselves to he a nation of lugrates.
Wliy are we ready now to go to war to
undo that' of which wo nppio'cd in
1S70? J. W. HlNCHON.

Aloona, Iowa. March 7.

TRADE BRIEFS.
IlUls liavf been openeii for construction

work on iuw waterworks to be Installed
In the Permian cities nf lea, I'tico und
Chlncha Alta. These Improvements will
be paid for by an additional duty to ba
levied on merchandise Imported through
the custom house at I'lsco.

A sugar rctlnery, financed by Japanese
Interests, Is to he built at Mukden. Man-
churia. The parties Interested In the new
venture will endeavor to Induce the Chinese
In that district to cultivate the sugar beet.

Haincoats are being manufactured In a
new factory at Amsterdam. Holland. Iluh-be- r

supplies for tho new Industry wilt be
Imported from the Dutch Kast Indies.

Direct mall service will be started be-

tween Kcuador and Cuba in the near fu-

ture, thereby saving fifteen days In the
delivery of malls.

It Is reported that a new Japanese
steamship line Is to be started this month
between Yokohama anil South America
by way of Cape Town. Twenty thousand
Immigrants a vear will be carried for the
tlrst four ears

The l'reslilent of Rollvla has been au-

thorized to undertake, under the super-
vision of the state, the construction of the
Atocha-Tuplz- a section of the railway which
will connect l.a Paz with Hueuos Ayres.
It Is expected that this mil" ay will be a
formidable rival of the Panama Canal.

In ltlltl there were '1,800 tons of wolfram
exported ftom lturma, which was an In-

crease ut 1.145 tons over the amount
In 101i.

Wood will bo used as a fuel on the Hon-

duras National Itallrond because of the
high price of coal. Cahoon nuts were
experimented with, but the Intense heat
generated by them damaged the bollera of
the locomotives.

Coal is said to be more economical than
kaolin? stalks, which have heretofore been
exclusively used as a fuel In tho Mukden
consular district. Owner9 of mines In that
district are trying to Interest Manchurlan
distillers In the ue of coat.

Hog raising Is hilng encouraged In
Urazll. The lax on lard leaving the coun-
try has been reduced one.half, and COO

boars have been purchased hy the Gov-

ernment and distributed to farmers.
An energetic advcrtlflng campaign should

be begun to introduco breakfast foods Into
the market at Martinique, roods of this
kind should bn packed In hermetically
realed containers,

Which?
To tns r.niTon or Tub Sun in-.- In ears

to come If we could have our choice of a
grandfather, I wonder which one we would
take Mr. Franklin, who could not get
a gun for the St. Louis; President Wilson,
who would not give him one, or Captain
Allen Tucker, who did not need one,

Aiken, S. C, March 7. W. P. T.

Their End.
A little group ot wilful men-Att- end,

attend!
With wisdom of a cackling hsn

Perpend, perpend!
Squawked and eputtered, yapped and

scratched
Until they thought that what they'd

hatched
Would startle all the world, and send
Their names resounding without end'

That little group of wilful men
Attend, attend!

Their wilfulness abated w hen-Per-

perpend!
Amazed und frightened, torn and sad,
Bruised und battered, all In bid,
Hurned In efltgy and scorned,
Jeered and hooted, threatened, warntd,

They saw their and!
. W. T.

CALL CONGRESS 1

Cloture or No Cloture, Let the Na
tional legislature Meet.

To Tim Kditor op The Sun Sir: With
all duo respect for the well meant criti
cism of the notorious Senators. I would
ask whether. In your opinion, Mr. Wil-
son has during the four years be has
been President given any evidence of
being competent to handlo the present
situation.

I fall to see that he has, and for that
reason If for no other tt Is Imperative
that Congress should be In continuous
session.. If thero was no other way to
mako Mr. Wilson see this point than the
ono adopted by these Senators, and
If that was their object, and that only,
I think they were right.

If they had any other reason I would
like to know what it was.

Willino to Be Shown.
Newark, N. J., March 8.

Our Processional Advance.
To the Kditor ok The Sun Sir: A

few years ago we frequently heard a
popular song, the chorus ot which ran
about as follows:
Well, they don't know Nellie as I do,

Said the saucy little bird on N'elllo'a hat.
Uncle Woodrow apparently has per-

suaded tho country that he Is a real
warrior. If so, why do the papers an-
nounce that tho Congress will not be
convened before June 17

Our movements are altogether too
processional to suit red blooded Ameri-
cans. It looks p.g It Uncle Woodrow
was playing his usual game of watch-
ful waiting to avoid getting Into the
world war until the victory of the Kn- -
tetite Is assured, and Just before the
last gun Is nred to prance Into the Held
breathing lire and smoke. As the thun-
der of the cannons and the shouting
dies away we probably will be filing
ut application to play the trombone In
tho Kntento's hallelujah chorus of vic-
tory. Albert B. Boardman.

New York, March 8.

The Feudal System In Operation.
To the Editor of The Sun Sir: The

essential quality of Is
that of feudalism, which France and
Kngland overthrew. It Is the right of
tho overlord to Inherit obedience from
those born within his demesne. In this
caso It Is tho right of the Holienzollcrn
family to require every ono of 5crman
blood to do tho guose step In whatever
land and regardless of whatever oaths
of iilleglunco may have been taken.

We hud the saino theory promulgated
hero. A slave Is always a slave be-

cause of his birth. We have It pro
mulgated here by those who claim that
there Is no such person ns an American,
that a citizen of tho Flitted States of
America is a misnomer, or rather a'
misnamed Individual; that If a Gcrmtn
should fly to tho uttermost part ot the
earth tho K.ilner Is still with him. He
can no more escape the right of tho
Kaiser to command him than a slave
can escape his slavery.

At tho bottom of all political science
teaching In (lermany Is the principle
of which Is the prin
ciple of shivery. If I should wish to
attain a degree in political science at
Uerlln or Ilpilg I should have to make
my thesis compatible with the theory
that there Is no nationality apart from
heredity. If I supported the theory of
Abraham Lincoln that we had brought
forth a new nation, conceived In lib
erty and dedicated to the proposition
that all men aro created equal, I could
wait till doomsday for the approval of
my thesis.

Yet the theory of hereditary obedi
ence Is taught at Columbia. Instead of
havlntr a person nrlth brains enough to
nnalyzo the essential quality of Pan- -
Germanlo thought they make a Ger-
manic degree tho standard.

Hut we should worry. Several years
ago on a Christmas night a small band
of Americans crossed the Delaware and
found the German employees of the
German King George feasting, and they
struck a blow for liberty. Since then
somo eight or nlno hundred millions
have repudiated the principle of heredi-
tary rule. Some day in the saccharine
futurity a professor at Columbia will
look about him and see the clear white
light. Hut not now. Barbarian.

PHinnrxruiA, March 8.

Strange Thoughts Inspired by the Golf
Playing; Admirals.

To the Kditor or The Sun Sir: The
recent action of the "little group of
wilful men" differs In principle not so
inuoli from the present action of our
little wilful President In fatuously in-

sisting upon tho confirmation of Dr.
Grayson. While the Senators were not
actuated by patriotism or love of coun-
try In blocking legislation so badly
needed at this time, yet every Senator
who manfully opposes boosting the
President's personal physician and golf
chum over the heads of scores of more
experienced and far abler men entitled
by every Just and honest consideration
to promotion can square his conscience
in so doing with principle and patriot
ism, And public opinion will approve
his course.

The country was given to understand
that the extra session of the Senate was
called for tha purpose of passing much
needed remedial legislation to enable
the business of tho country to be more
promptly and efficiently attended to, and
not for the purpose of advancing some
favorite to the post of Hear Admiral.
By placing Grayson's name at the top
of the list of nominations Wilson knows.
If he knows anything at all, that his
personal lepresentatlves in the Senate
will resort to the reprehensible tactics
of blocking the nominations of those who
follow If certain Senators, guided by
principles of fairness and Justice, ob-

ject to confirming the White House phy- -
slclan. And Wilson himself Is a parly
to this nefarious butlness.

It Is just such things as i.Vs that
breed contempt for Wilson's pretended
virtue among thousands of decent Dem-
ocrats throughout the country who like
and insist upon fair play und a square
deal for every one alike.

Juu as tho country gets ready to ap
plaud some action of the President's
which presages, nt lea6t, moral vlrtuo
ho does some fool thing that withers
and freezes all feeling of sympathy for
him. And we're up against four years
more of Wilsonlan superiority.

The king can do no wrong, but Isn't
It shameful his benighted subjects
will do? Georqe S. Ai.drich.

Newark, N. .1., March S.

On the Hand to lirelne.
Oklohumn Cify Itgal advtrliitmeut.

The public will take notice that on the
10th day of March, 1017. I will have an
act Introduced In the Legislature of the
.State of Oklahoma n.i follows;

Ha It enacted by tho people of the State
of Oklahoma: Section 1, That tho namo
of Edward llollovvay Pass, of Oklahoma
City, mate or Oklahoma, be and Is hereby
changed to Napoleon Donapart II,

EDWllt) HOLLOW! Fali.

j THE ANCIENT ORIGIN AND THE DEVEL
OPMENT OF THE PIANO.

Evolution of Hie Modern Instrument Through the Egyptian l.yre, th
Clavichord and the Spinet.

in these days of tho musical critic,
tho wonderful piano player nnd the
excellence with which pianos arc mado
and tho fnct that the Idea of tho pluno
was taken from the ancients. It Is not
surprising that many persons learn for
tho first tlmo that the pljno Is prac
tically a modern Instrument,

It is presumed that Kgypt was tho
first nation to bring o u certain per-
fection the stringed Instruments left
from ancient nations. Certain It Is
that I'gypt Is looked upon as the source
wheneo tho urts nnd sciences wero
diffused over ICuropc, nnd from nil ac
counts that we now have this Is more
than likely to bo true.

The forerunners of our piano of to
day were the lyre, dulcimer, kythara
or guitar, the monochord and all harp-llk- o

instruments. Theso you will tlnd
mentioned In Biblical stories, and they
may bo said, therefore, to date back
long before the birth of Christ. In fact,
there is In possession of the Berlin
Museum a lyro of tho Egyptian make
dating back at least to 2000 I). C.

Tho harp woa also one of tho favor
ite Instruments of tho Egyptians, and
was found delineated from tho earliest
ages In many different forms. This
Instrument dates back nbout 1,800
years before Christ,

It is asserted that the first person to
discover the principle of tho modern
piano was Pythagoras. This was dono
about 500 U. C. The Instrument was
called a monochord nnd consisted of
but a singlo string or wire stretched
over bridges lixed on an oblong box.
In 1025 or thereabout n monk, Guldo
d'Arezzo, who Is considered the founder
of the modern musical system. Im-

proved the monochord by applying
more strings, and later added keys.

It was not until tho fourteenth cen
tury that the clavichord was Intro-
duced. To this Instrument was at-

tached the keyboard, and It was from
the clavichord that the Idea of the
square pianoforte was taken.

In 1492, the year that Columnus un-
covered the New World, an Italian
Invented the clavlcymbalutn. This dif-

fered very materially from the clavi
chord and appears to hnvo been tho
original of tho harpsichord, tlie strings
being disposed after tho manner of
the harp.

About two years later the spinet wns
Invented by an Italian by the tinnio
of Splnetti and was followed by tho
harpsichord. This Instrument wns
evidently suggested by the harp, from
which It received Its name. It wan In

fact only a large sized spinet. The
Germans called it the "Fluogel" on nt

of the resemblance to the shape
of n wing. This name Is still used
by them.

Tho honor of Introducing the tlrst
grand piano Is generally conceded to
belong rightly to Hartolommeo Chris-- 1

toforl, nnd It was not until the year
1720 that It was completed. Pianos i

of bis manufacture wero not very sue- - j

ce.sful, und It wns not until the year
1726 that the grand pianos marto by
Gottfried Sllbermann wero recognized
ns being the tlrst to bo prnctlcal.

pianos were tho favorites
of John Sebastian Bach. The can-
not be called perfect, however, for they
were of very limited powers, judging
from the 3tyle of Bach's compositions.
The early sonatas of Haydn also bear
marks of the Intlucnco of this Inter-
esting Instrument.

The tlrst square piano was made In
London about the year l26, when It
wus introduced by Johannes Zumpe.
These squnro pianos, on account of
their tone, which was particularly
sweet, light touch nnd moderate price
suddenly rose to such favor that they
could not be made fast enough to
gratify tho public fondness for them,
The square piano was developed and
continued In use in Kngland for about
one hundred years, when the upright
superseded it.

That great mechanical genius Se-

bastian Erard. n German, went to Paris
to seek larger fields for his mechani-
cal ideas, and In the year 1775 began
the manufacture of small pianofortes
of five octaves with two pedals, the
tone and mechanUm of which are said
to have been truly remarkable for that
period. At the ago of 25 years his
reputation was so fully established
that whoever wished to have liny Ideas
carried Into execution applied to no
one but blm. Tho Queen ordered an
Instrument made to suit her voice,
which was of limited compass. Krard
rendered the keyboard of this special
Instrument movable, so that by chang-
ing Us position a composition might
be played a semitone, whole tone or
even a minor third lower or higher
without tasking tho player's ability to
transpose.

Rapid strides were now mndc toward
tho development of tho pianoforte,
John Broadwood, a Scotchman, suc-

ceeded In making radical changes In
tho construction of tho squaro piano,
and wns the first to add pedals to the
piano, which were not known up to
the year 17S3.

Pianos were now being mado In the
form of grands and squares, but It re-

mained for John Isaac Hawkins, nn
Englishman residing In Philadelphia,
to nitt'ke the first upright piano. Tills
was In tho year 1800, when to him was
granted a patent for his Invention.

Ono of the earliest piano makers In

DUMAS Off PRUSSIA.

A Serpent Heady to Keed on Little Na-

tions Alter Its Sleep.

To the I'ditor or The Sun Sir; Al
exandre Dumau pfre wrote lu or about
the year 1S8 a book entitled "Vlcomte
de Hrarelonne," in which there occurs a
passage which, in the lUht of recent
world happenings, reads llko prophecy.
Writing of Prussia, Dumas said:

Geographical) Pruula has the shape et
a terpent, 1; eeema to aleep eni prepare
to swallow ever) thine around It Den-

mark, Holland and Pelflum and then
when It bn enculfed them all you will
eee that Austria will pan In turn and per-
haps Prance alo.

This great mulatto novelist seems to
have grasped Prussian Intentions cor-
rectly, whatever her success In carrying
them out. John k. Bruce.

New York, March, S.

The Joeltone,
An amethyst for honesty

A bloodstone for the brave,
A sapphire for faithfulness,

A cranlta o'er the grave,
A chrysolite for happiness,

An enrerald for witchery,
A ruby atona for trustfulness,

A joelitone for treachery,
noons Titm.

SCBINICTaST, N". T.

tho United States was Joseph Huky
who had an establishment In ll.iiiimnr.us early as 1S20. Ills Instrument,
were very popular throughout th.Houthern Stntes, which were suppiiM
with musical Instruments iliiiuig ltperiod through Charleston or nunmore, owing to their geographical'-)- .'

sltion.
Tho Hlsky piano demonstrates ,rtcareful construction, tho cabin,,

work savors of nrlglnaltlv and th.quality of tho tone Is to tins ihy ,,i
n pleasing character, clearly show in,that ho constructed his plamis (,
acoustic principles far above tin- - com',
tnon order.

The first piano to be made in Wns...
lngton, D. C, was by Johannes 'lan.els Kabl, who served bis apprentice,
ship nt rrankfort-on-the-Mal- Knhl's
number of Instruments was limited
but they wero of a superior quality'
having great durability and excellentstaying powers, und possessing a

tone. Every part of these
was mado in Kalil's shop

He cut the ivory for the keys, wound
tho bass strings nnd did all tho cab.
Inet work on the frnmes. The ma.
terlals wero bought In the raw state
nnd with tho simple tools at his com-
mand nnd an Inventive mind the di-
fferent pieces wero formed und given
new life, finally blending and moulding
themselves Into a splendid Instrument
This plnno Is n fine example of at.
extinct art whereby a piano tn.ikci
constructed tho instrument in its en
tircty.

The first distinctly American piano
was mado by Jonas Chlckcring. whose
father wns a blacksmith. The son
must have Inherited somo of the ster.
ling qualities for which tho vlllaju
blacksmith Is proverbial, for ho left
evidences of rare skill as a mechanU
and of noble attributes as a man.

Following: Chlckcring In the list ol
piano, makers wo Und the names of
such men as Sohmer, Weber, Knabi
and many others whoso names should
go on tho roll of honor as havinj
given us such an Instrument as th
piano of y.

It Is a peculiar fact Mint some of thi
old pianofortes now in existence give
out a much liner tone than many ol
those mado indicating that th
construction of tho first pianos was ol
such a character that tlun now Mario
as monuments to their makers

It Is Interesting to note tin different
styles In which tin- less ot ii1(. piant
have been nude. 'Pm.--r ..f the first
ones were about three itnii.-j- , sqiurral
the top and then tapered down to ai
Inch at th bottom. Then tidmned tin
round style, slightly ringed, and thee
came a good tunny stvlcf, in rapi
order, tln.tlly bringing tho- - of tin
large barrel shop" into vcuur Thi
pedals of the first pi.m.js vveie i.r i
very ornamental deign, s lowing ,t
most cases the shape ()f tl m,. n)
improvements have made u tht
stjlo and manner of the uainiinrs oi
tlm Itejs, Those hi I be verv cjrlj
pluno. were made of either maple m-
ahogany or walnut niiil cover. d wit!
buckskin. This was nn rule Uyet
alTiilr, and was looked upon t tin t mt
of Its Introduction. In 17St. us ipiitar
Innovation. Those- of the later pi.inot
up to the present time an uverrd
with the best iitmlltv of imported 'fit,
made extra heavy and cirefu; v treitef
to prevent lumping or packing

All hammers In the.r origin il stati
as they come from the press and attH
being cut have a hard ami hollowed out
surface, nd this uneven facing is In

turn picked or voiced to ga n a ixtter
quality of tone chara. tef. 'Pie good
ton.il results gained by 'i

depend entirely on the sk.li of th
tone regulator, us well a tin tevturr
and grade of felt used Tins element
of the art of pt.ino making is one of
the most sclent Hie pin ts--, as it i, loft
to the voicer or tone regulator to give
the Instrument Its true .huraeter.stlc
tonal value, which seals tho iitru-ment'- s

fate ns a piano and enhances or
lessens the reputation of tho tinker
according to the results obtaimd

Ever since the first plnno wii m.iOe
countless patents have been ink- n out
fo: real or Imaginary Improvements'
During tho latter pint of tho l.urt

century numerous experiments were
made nnd some truly sclent itlr iculi
were accomplished

When It Is considered that w ithln
the past titty years no radical . a ic

has been mado In the bmlning of
plnnos ono is tempted to harbor the
nunc view as to the future construc-
tion of tho piano ns hits been coniedeJ
to the art of violin making, and thai is

that thero Is little chance for de i.ttlon
to any great extent from the old rules
passed down to us

In former years It was aiw.i the
custom nnd fashion to ornunun' the

caos of spinets and hnrpslchnrd'- with
Inscriptions and paintings, s. mo of

which wero very appropriate The fo-
llowing aptly carries out tho th" .ght of

tho makers of that period;
I onre 0tan llvins in the wood

Ltut now I am cut dnwue
ny of cruell nxi im1eit

Hut yet to my rcnon e
For while I llv'd, I spake no .fn

Hut what tho bolkfroui n!m'
Compel'd my murmurlnifo nn' ut

Hut being dead 1 plei'e v n, i

And eares of euch ns heap me p

So pleaeant h m nni-- e k- -- i r
CllAlil.i:s A Sie- -

TWIN INCOMPETENTS.

Must We (io to War Vttth !.inW
and linker In the ( ahlnel

To the HntTor oi Tun St - " "
now looks as thoiuli wv we . 'i
to be actively at war aga an)

Is there any tcason w.. w. nmi'd

permit our precise to m e -- ''1

or our ultimate sue en- -
! .

the incompetency of a D.n . J 1

Baker'.'
There should hv u n:,tin .r u

loud and Insistent, fo t, c .ni.'al
forthwith of these mdiv.dui ' 1

filling of their places by m'i uf ' ''n'"'
and experience, l. K

New York, March s

Cheerlcs Hats at I'nll.nll
Pattsiille corrriimntlritri- - '' ' J "
Since the oprnlns or ' ne ik ,p

has been a reinni-k-ib'- t " "
ne at nearly an th etti ,i'
house, and y the mont 1. ' v i ' "'
eral officials who li.ivo ne'
salaries was wilhheM

Aluii) Simuihlin:-Frv-

iht i fu-.- Ofc.i-- f

JUSt as WO iM'i d'l'ldi'il
Government advire nnd eat n

of (lah each week to help oui ' '

of meal, fishermen on tho e ' is fJ

choonera have gone on a strike s ','
coat of fish la golnc to Increase


